Beta 2-microglobulins and renal dysfunction in burned patients.
Studies have been made of the serum and urinary beta-microglobulin levels in 18 burns patients in order to estimate glomerular and proximal tubular dysfunction. The greatest urinary excretion of beta 2-microglobulin was found in severely burned patients during the second and third weeks after injury. Urinary measurements of this protein in patients with renal tubular dysfunction have proved to be of value in the assessment of renal tubular damage.